[Comparative efficiency of detection of the causative agent of urogenital chlamydiasis by immunofluorescence, polymerase chain reaction, and dot immunoassay].
The diagnostic efficiency of three diagnostic kits--two commercial (for direct immunofluorescent test (DIFT) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and one predeveloped experimental dot-ELISA--was compared. For this, specimens (cervical or urethral scrapes) from 225 patients with suspected or verified urogenital chlamydiasis were analyzed. Dot-ELISA was shown to have a higher sensitivity and a higher specificity than both commercial kits. The coincidence of positive and negative results of dot-ELISA with DIFT and PCR was 98.6 +/- 1.4 and 100%, respectively. In addition, dot-ELISA on the "Amersham" membrane could detect cases of the disease by 7 and 1.2 times, as compared with PCR and DIFT, respectively. The prospects of the dot-ELISA kit for the rapid, simple, and cheap diagnosis of urogenital chlamydiasis are discussed.